THE FEATHER RIVER HIGHWAY

On Friday. August 13, 1937, a gala banquet and ball in
Oroville commenced a2 cclebration of major importance for
the Feather River country. After 70 ycars of planning and
ninc ycars of labor, a highway had finally been pushed
through the Feather River Canyon, from Oroville on the
eastern cdge of the California Central Vallcy, to Keddie,
seven miles nosth of Quincy, deep in the Northem Sierra.
The festivities continued for three days in Quincy. Portola.

and other Feather River communitics, This highway.

which was completed at a cosi in excess of seven million
dotlars, or about $100,000 per mile, finzlly gave the
residents of the canyon a year-round highway out to the
Upper Sacramento Valley. Previous to completion the
only access 10 the canyon was on horseback or bv the
Westem Pacilic Railroad. The highway is designated State
Route 70, but is more commonly called thc Feather River
Highway.

The route is significant from a civil cngineering
standpoint due to the extremely difticult surveying and
construction problems which were  encountered.  The
Wester Pucilic Raitroud was built through the canyon in
1909, and naturally tonk the best sites. 1t leaps back and forth
across the Feather, secking the path of {east resistance, The
highway. follewing along by almost 30 years, was toreed 1o
usc 3 less desirable route. The canyon is too narrow in
many places for beth the highway and the railroad, so
whenever the railioad crosses from one side of the canyon
to the other, the highway usually docs just the opposite. Both
the ral-road and the highway use tunnels blasted out of the
solid granitc to maineain a rclatively low grade up the
canyon. The three highway tunnels are grouped to-
gether about three miles notth of Cresta Powerhouse. Many
other items of cngincering interest are visible on a drive
through the Feather River Canyon. including several types
of bridges. both rail and highway. and thc serics of PG&E
powerhouscs and dams.



California State Route 70 the Feather River Scenic Byway

Feather River Highway Commemorative Plaque. August 1, 2009.

Frank Brehm.

https://wplives.com/frc/driving the canyon.php



https://wplives.com/frc/driving_the_canyon.php

e dial vl

)

)
.I
Calvamnet
Dirdge Placr
FoieesSarch
L
Fekam=on
Syminp
il o
Uppe: =i
Brctwvel F".jfrd

s
% Flai
i Bald Eagle
|:1 MACUNAE i ¢
s Flaa
Saiel iy Cay
Limkice
Lok By fake
Falirat
Wopwin )
Admaimac
mection
HaLea
Ll e
By chCrsek
Pewle
Dt iy
ey Crack
oy
¢ EFigheen
Ilrgl Il|.
e wiber Eille

i

Mz : Ii|=|rl.-||.-z-lltl-------""El.'..z

Valey

(P B&Ell'l.ll’ i
I
L e Fragn

IIII I'I' T
shewiardl Flu
T i

| g
] [ s il

o Liny

Pl

Pavainrty il
M Faaean

Feather River Byway















e T
R et o
lat:39.0959,lon:-121.5432

" JctSR70/SR 65







=T .ﬂ'ﬁ

Jct SR70 /SR 99 /SR 149












