
THE FEATHER RIVER HIGHWAY 

On Friday, August 13, 1937, a gala banque1 and ball in 
Oroville commenced a celebration of major imponance for 
the Feather River country. After 70 years of planning and 
nine year, of labor, • highway had finally been pushed 
1hrough the Fea1her River Canyon, from Oroville on 1hc 
eastern edge of the California Cencral Valley, to Keddie, 
seveo miles north of Quincy, de,ep in the Northern Sierra. 
The restivi1ics continued for three days in Quincy. Ponola. 

nnd other Fealher River communities. This highway. 
which was completed a, a cos1 in excess of seven million 
dollars, or about $100,000 per mile, finally gave the 
residents of Ilic canyon a year-rouod highway om to 1he 
Upper Sacromento Valley. Previous 10 completion the 
only access 10 1hc canyon was on ho�eback or bv the 
Western Pacific Rnilrood. The highway js dcsigna1cd S1a1e 
Rome 70, but is more commonly called 1hc Fea1bcr River 
Higbwa�. 

The route is significant from a civil engineering 
s1andpoin1 due to rhe e_,tremely difficult surveying and 
constrUction problems which were encountered. The 
Western Pacific Railroad was built tluough the canyon in 
1909, and naturally 100k the .be.st siles. II lc:aps back anti forth 
across 1he Fea1bcr, •eeking the path or tens1 resis1ance. The 
highway. following along by almosl 30 yoars, was forced 10 
u,;e a less desirable rouie. The canyon is loo narrow in 
many places for both the highway and the railrood, so 
whenever the railroad <:r0$ses from one side of the canyon 
to 1he other, the highway usually doc� jusl the opposi1c. B01h 
1he rail­road and the highway use tunnels blasted out or 1he 
solid b'T'dmtc to maintain a relatively low grade up the 
canyon. The three h.igbway tunnels are grouped to­
gether about three miles nonh of Cresta Powerhouse. Many 
other items or engineering i.n1eres1 a.re visible on a drive 
through the Fenther River Cunyon, induding several lypes 
of bridges, bolh rail and highway, and the series of PG&E 
powcrhouS<."' and dWJ1s. 
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